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NICOIL FINLAYSON’S LETTERS

to HIS SON JOHN

NOTE:

Our photocopies of these letters wete received from the Archives of
Cnfario in Aprid 1988, and corroborate other information regarding our
family tree. After their arrival, I wrote re their copyright status, and
have been given permission by Archivist LS Warmski to send copies fo
faraily members, and Hudson’s Bay Archives In Winnipeg,

The handwriting i partially illegible, since by this Hme, Micol weas get-
ting o be an elderly man, troubled with rheumatism,

Nairn,Scotland
May 17, 1858 (1)
My Dear John,

I have been somehow or other preventsd
from writing you by the Spring, but I now sit down fo say that I am
in pretty good heaith, & sincerely hope that you & your wife and fami-
Iy are well, & Uving in peace & plenty & thal you rade a5 good a
trade as it it possible to do surrounded with opposition as you are. the
last winter in this couniry was very mild 3 the summer sp far s not
very hot, - the winter in Canada was very -, colder than it has
been known for years, % thal thers was much piivalion in some places,
particularly in the County of Bruce (2) With us food was abundant,
but every thing is dear. I would have been glad if | had a barrel of
your Lake 3Superior trout. 1 had a letter from 3ir George (3) in the
Spring informing me thal he was fo abandon the old Canoe route &
go by Minneseta & St Paul to Red HRiver; it appsars they intend gst-
ting their supplies for Red River in waggons by the plains from 5t
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Pauls. This if it succeed will greatly lower the number of tripmen in
the York River. | had not a line from Hecter (4) last fall, but

(Jas.lJos.-Jarmes or Joseph?) (5) informs me that he has becemne a farmer
in Red River, but I fear he will not make a lving by it - he would
do betier by boatbuilding. Your sister & her husband now - when

. i e r—y
she wrote in the Fall it appears the poor (tear in paper top of pg Z-

<y Narcifs (WARCISSE) s still in (tear--) he does not trap (?) (tear
-} that you mean (ear—) (7) mean to leave the service as you hinted
in your last it was your intention to do. at least it would be prudent
to not give up your present situation unil you are sure of a befter

you have a good claim upon the Company for your mg and faithful
service which you would not have by engaging with ancther party. &
you would abandon that Claim by leaving the service without sufficient
cause - Your sister Mary got married o 2 young genileman last sum-
mer at Nabrm who i a Banker & Lawyer and they are very happy;
she presented him with 2 daughter last April & both Mother & baby
are daing well, che s 1o be named after her grandmother Elizabeth.
There iz nothing talked of in the counfry just now but. war, rumours
of war & commotons, men, hearts falling them for fear, and God knows
what 18 to be the end - 1 fear it i but the beginning of the end, let
me hear fram you & let me know what you intend doing. I could put
in a gond word for you with Sir George if I know what could be done
tor you. I know that for my sake he would -do what he could con-
sistenily with the vulee of the Service - I must conclude; may God wha

is infinite in Mercy & loving Kindness towards his sinful Creatures bless

% preserve you & family from every danger and (&
1 am,
My dear Son John
- your affectionate Father
Mical Finlayson

Ry, John Finlaysen 2 K
PS. Give kind respecis i Mr Maclntyre
End of 1st of & Hrs

Mairn, Morth Britain
20th May, 1383
My Dear John,
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I inlended writing you
by the Spring ExpreFs (%) but was prevenied doing so, but it was
as well 1 did not do so as all the letters by that ship, the Anglo Saxon
were Jost iogether with all the cargs an board & wmore than half the
passengers, the goods were intended for the Northern Districts and I fpax
there will bz much put out for wani of the goods, for it will be hard-
ly possible to get a trash supply in time. 1 was glad io learm by your
last letter that you & your femily were then well, T hope you have
passed the past winter in comfort and abundance and that your trade
will be betier than last year; I think from what 1 know of Lang lake
In my young days (10) 1 would not yet be afrald of keeping myself
and men in plenty of good white fish and rabbits, [ suppose now you
will have potatoss to eat with your fish & if you get caftle then the
children can have milk & butter with their bread. 1 took two calves
from Albany one year, and then - we had plenty milk & butter. I
hope now that your Ceusin My MeKenzie e in charge of the Lake Suy-
perior Districts that he will be kind o you. I have had latiers from
Hector and Nancy who appeared to be pretty well, NarciFs does not
appear to have got his farm in good order yel; it is feared that there
will be frouble on the Plains this summer for the Saloux are not sub-

dued and it i feared the Sauteaux of HKed lake may be troublesome,

both are taking courage from the troubles of the Yankees - who have
not trosps enough io protect the people on the border sfates - I hope
however there will be ne disturbance, if it s ifrue that zold is found
in the Peace River, Saskatchewan, Pembina & other paertz of the Nerth,
furs will be allowed o multiply & everone go to the diggings if they
can procuse piovisions for fortunes will be easier made In that way that

by rat- calching (%) but this will help many who be scorned (7) in

their endeavours fo make speedy foriunes - If Mr Laronde is etill at
Mipagon, remember me kindly fo him & let me know if he has now
married the widow yet - Is Charles Begg still at? the Plo how long s
he 1o remain there & I his wife gone o Red River vet & what it
BMr Macintyre doing with the bondedino-entry (7) he bought at Fort Wil
Ham, is he bringing # intc Cullivation - vou will have a chance of
seeing the new Governor this summer, as [ hear he It i hold a coun-
for Canada, and I think himself and his wife any pleacant people

your Sister Mary, her hushand and thiee children are quite well, their
names are Elizabeth Kennedy, James Alevander, and Isobel Pinlayson
Larnb, wvery nice children they are, am staying with them except oc
casional trips 1 make to England & Germany in the summers for the
benefit of my healih which was much shaltiered by my seven vyears

cit af Mossefactory! he was here for some four months before he left
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transportation to that cursed place Niagara— now I should have come te
the end of my iether and should be wishing you good bye for the
thme. should be happy fo hear good accounts of you and your family
and with my (msgs?) for the happiness of yoursell and family here and
hergafter

1 remain

My Dear John

Your affectionate Father

Micol Finlayson
Mr. Jjohn Finlayson Lake Superior District Louis Louls Lower Louise
End of 2nd of & lrs

Nalrn
¢th April 1366

Wy Dear John,

Your welcame lelier- of the
20th Jany last from Long lake =zrrived in due time & 1 was glad 1o
learn from if that you and your family were then well [ felt concerned
about you in nol hearing from you by the ship of last fall and as I
have no correspondents en Lazke Superior now but yousself 1 could net
hear anything about yeu - I am glad that you are lving pretty well
now you can ge! good whitefish at the foot of the lake, 1 dare say
you have nets there non (%) - & the Long lake white fish in my
time was excellent; you plant potatees I suppose and you hinted once in
your letter thal you were going to take on two calves - [ have enjoyed
pretty gand health this winter but have kept pretty much te the houss,
but propase to go moere about in the ensulng sumy (11} [ do net sup-
pose the Company would (7) be willing to lel you retire on a pension
as you are not disabled in any way & besides you are comparatively
young man yet [ have no doubt if there was a cule () on your ser
vices as & Master Cooper, vou could live as comifortably, as you do now,
but you would have harder wark, bui 1 am sure the Company would
be sarry to part with yeu as an Indian Trader - 1 would not advise
you to send your boy to this Country to school as few Native, edu-
cated in this couniry can turn out well; 1 have been al much expense
on the education of your brother in this Counlry & T sent him 1o
Columbia in the Service of the Company which he left of his own ac
cord 8 is doing nothing now but working upon a farm in Vicloria Yan-
couver Island, he has vexed me so much thal [ do not wrile him- if
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there be Miscionaries (Wesleyan, at the Pic you could not send him the
boy {0 a better schoo! where he would be taught wseful information - I
hope there is nothing ¢o locally wrong with you to oblige you fo con-
sult & doctor; In all human probability it s very likely that we may
never see each other in this world for 1 am getting an old man un-
able to take long journies, but may God grant that we may meet in
Heaven where there is no separation of friends & where sighing and
sorrow s not knewn - Tell Mr. Laronde with my Kind regard that if
I was in the Country I would coon get him =z wife - i3 his daughier
married, she who was throwing her cap at you, one of his boys 1 hear
he sent to School to Canada - the old widow #Mrs McKenzie is toe old
for him, he ought marry a younger - I goi a long leiter last fall from
Hector he was building boats for the Company & afterwards assisting in
building 2 schooner for Lake Winnipeg & expected io be employed in
building a steamer for the same lake, provisions were dearer on account
of the yavages of the locusts last summer & 1 fear that his family and
Mancy would be badly. off. Marcifs was employed trading for the Comn-
pany - Joseph is at Fort Peily Swan River District- Mary unites with
me In love to yoursell wife and children and

I remain

My Dear John

Your affectionate Father

Nicol Finlayson
Mr John Finlayeon
P35 On thinking after closing my lstier about your boy Nicsl I think
the best you can do for him is to place him in a School in the Country;
the Missionary has &

Pl

i the Wesleyans have a Statlon st the Plo and &
family the boy could nol be beiler placed iIn order to acquire wuseful
knowledge & a litile education than with him. and | would gladly for
a few years allow vou Lbs 20 a year for this purpose which 1 wuld
do by placing that sum with the Company which yvou could draw once
2 year & ihe seoney you send him i School the betteyr, putling him to
School in this Country or Canszda would cest way more than you could
afford & beth you & his mother would rather have the boy near ysu
than far off

I remain

By Dsar John

Your affectionate Father

Micol Finlayson

gt

Mr John Finlayson }
End of 3rd of 6 lirs
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REMARKS
This is an Interesting contradiction of reported fact Rundel says thai
Hector Finlayson, “brother of Joseph,” (both were at Fort Edmanton in
the mid-1840s), died of measles in 1846 (Did Hector live on, and his
son, with perhaps the same nams, die?) More references to Hector in
ftrs 4 & 5.

Natlonal Bank of Scotland Nairn
Z2nd Augi 1870
My Dear Ishn_

Your welcome leiter of 30th Jun from Pic I received on
the 17th Inst & Am somry to learn that you have lost the power of
your artn, but [ hope it it nothing more serious than theumatism. in
your last-leiter you complained of an affection of the hip joint, which is
a very serious complaint, but | heope it is all right now. I am surprised
that you complain of my nat writing o you, my letler must have mis-
carried, I am always glad fo hear how you are geiiing om [ am glad
te learn that you brot out a good trade from Lang lake I fear from
the present circumstances of the Company that you will be succesful in
procuring & pension, buf I hope they will fes! it thelr interest !o engage
you again & send you inte Long Laker 1 am sorry for the accident
that happened fo your boy, guns are put too early inte native boy’s
hands & it's not surprising that accidents do sometimes happen, The
curissities you kindly are sending home will be acceptable & 1 hope will

I am dead & gone you or your heirs will receive Lbs 100 from my
Executor, which is all 1 can do for you. Write me abways at least once
& year. We are all heve bleesed by God in owr usual way, but I am
getting old and shaky & my hand i getting very unsteady & I find
it a hard fask to wrile a letter but if ever I am unable tv wrile |
shall get your sister Mary to wiite for me- I fear poor Hector is not
very well of{f) pn account of the troubled state of Red River, but af
fair will calm dewn when the Expedition gets in which [ hape they
will do in safety - Affectionale repards io the good wife & all bairns
and with our united gosd wishes {o you '
I remain
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My dear Busduth
Your wvery affectionate Father
Mis-quiKiweninne
Nicp! Finlayson
¥ this was my Indian name in Long lake-
End of 4th of 6 Itrs

HNational Bank Nairn
5th Jany 1871
WMy Dear John,

1 was disappointed al net hearing
from you by the ship of the season, 1 sincerely hepe you are recover-
ing from the attack on yaur left side & been able to again take charge
of Long lzke even if they were to allow a persen to do your wark for
I fear in the present low siate of the trade the Company will not fesl
inclined to io give yeou a pension, the you richly deserve ne; if however
you thought proper to retire, [ shall assist you as wuch as I can by
writing to the Secrstary to place Lbs 100 to your Credit to any balance
you may have in the Company’s hands. Your presents of curinsities cama
safe 1o hand & was highly prized, the shoes particularly. We are here
in our usual way, but I am getting frail & old & go not anywheie in
the winter from the  house, Hector and his family are in their usual
way, he was in Inverness the other day with your shee, in galoshes, It
was hard frosty weather & therpfore the shoes kept him all right Hoping
to hear from you soon that vou are tecovering your health and wish-
ing you & BMrs F and Children are happy and plentiful new year

I am

WMy Dear John
Your affectionate Father

Nicol Finlayson

LT
et

M: John Finlayson
End of 5th of & ltrs

LETTER 6
MNairn
25th Neov 1871
My Dear John,
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I received your letter of the 3rd Oct & was glad ta see it dated Long ’
lake & that your daughter was appsinied your Clerk, which does you
& her much Credit so that she’s able 1o keep your books, 1 am also
glad to learn that your general health is pretly good. No douhi some of
your friends on the Long lake & Eskickanacak were glad to see you. I
hope you will be able to pass & plenfiful season & to make 2 good
trade, ] wish 1 had a few hundreds of the Long lake hung whitefish,
for they are very good- 1 am glad you have gone back again to your
old quarters, at least till you hear whether the Company will give you
a small pension or not, I think they will continue you there so long as
vour daughler remain: your clerk, but whether they do oy not i i my
purppse to glve yvou ohe hundred pounds whick is all | can do, for |
am net rich. I suppose it will do fo place i in the hands of the Cam-
pany for [ suppose you will have a liftle money in ther hands; (ihe
concerns taxes?) of the Company are greatly changed now but the Fac
tors ChiefTraders & Clerks will be pretty well off according to the
rumours about the new Deed poll, so that T would adwvise you to stick
io the Concern as long as you ¢an- I am gefting an old man being
now in my 78 vear & I would be reckened a Kurhayinninnis, did my
great ape allow it 1 would have great pleasure in passing a winter with
you & family at Long lake & [ think [ know enough of Indian to
enable me {0 be of some help to you & the Concern, perhaps [ would
see children & grandchildren of friends of mine who lved there during
my apprenticeship - If Wandebuggessu i¢ alive tell him [ have mnot for-
goiten him, & if Kuchemookamen % DNawitihecapow are alive tell them
I remernber them still Vour sister Mre Lamb has a large family & they
ate pretty vell, but 1 am a BMartyr s rheumatisrn but considering my
age have no cause io complain, when you (see) Mr Peter Bell (Feter
Warren Bell) (12) remember me Kindly to him. Kiss your daughter and
Wife for me if T saw her | wald have pleasure in doing that myself
write me & tell me all your daings and with affectionate regards fo
your wife & children,

I remain

My Dear Busdubh
Your Affectionate Father

Mical Finlayson

Mr John Finlayson 3
End of last of & letters from Nics]l to son John
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TEXT NOTES

{ - The date, probably 1858, is hard to read [W&Q\C§%%q\l )

2 - County of Bruce. This could be z passing reference to the BELL
family. His son Joseph married Flora BELL, daughter of John BELL.
(1860-01 Jun BELL Iohn! retired, Settled Saugeen, Bruce County, On-
taria - farming there)

3 - SIMPSON’s well-documented friendliness to the FINLAYSONs pos-
sibly predates the time when he talked both into joining the HR. Ca in
1815, -

4 - To WHICH Hector is he referring?

5 - This is probably a reference to Joseph, my Gt Grandfather

6 - German-siyled internal double 'SS', which he transcribes as 'Fe’.

7 - This letter {s the most damaged of the six, with a tear at the
top of p2.

& - Many writers of the day finished their letters with this type of
flourish, a2 carryover of Victorian Biblical sentiment Additionally, there
were family reports of Joseph ‘always’ being in church '

9 - Again, the German double S, which habit he may have picked
up in visiting Germany. Many writers of the time made thelr 55’s alike,
and many people went touring to Germany, for the 'waters’ and their
general health. '

10 - He refers to the time 1817 - 1821, Immediately prior to the merg-
ing of the NWCn and the HBCa, during which time his master Train
diad.

11 - Nicols spelling f3 generally inconsistent, but probably in keeping
with the times, when careful spelling was infrequent. Modern spelling
requirements are more severa. .

12 - Peter Warren Bell remained in charge at Michipicoten for twen-
ty years, from ouffit 1866-67 until sutfit 1885-86.20 (H.B.C. Arch. B.134/g/41-
&y He teceived his appointment as Facior in 1872

- coni. -
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